
Helping children to learn, 
grow and thrive since 1999

Investing in Children
Annual Report 
2017-2018
PROVIDING OPPORTUNITIES 
FOR CHILDREN TO LEARN,  
GROW AND THRIVE.

 info@investinginchildren.on.ca           www.investinginchildren.on.ca                                  @investchildren                                   facebook.com/investinginchildren

Community Partnerships
Investing in Children does not work alone. We partner with businesses, the Boards of Education, service clubs, community 
organizations and individuals to create opportunities for children.

•	 Tony D’oria, Chair, Secondary 
School Principal, LDCSB

•	 Marty Denomme,  
Financial Service 
Representative,

•	  Libro Credit Union 
•	 Melina Oliva-DiCarlo, 

Elementary School Principal 
TVDSB

•	 Jacqueline Fortner, 
Associate Lawyer, Lerners 
LLP

•	 Danielle Gauvreau, Civil 
Litigation Lawyer, Lerners 
LLP 

•	 Patrick Gilson, Secondary 
School Principal, LDCSB

•	 Elissa Ielapi, Commercial 
Banking Officer, RBC 

•	 Rosine Salazer, Western 
University Phd student

•	 Julie Marr, LHSC
•	 Amy Shamoon, 

Elementary School 
Principal TVDSB 

•	 Christine Vitsentzatos, 
Secondary School 
Principal, TVDSB

•	 Richard Ferris, 
Professional Accountant
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•	 3M
•	 Adient Seating Canada
•	 Agape
•	 ArtVenture 
•	 Barry Graham
•	 Budweiser Gardens
•	 Caesars Windsor
•	 Carproof Finance
•	 City of London
•	 City of London - Child & Youth Network
•	 City of London - HEHPA
•	 City of London - Healthy Kids Community 

Challenge
•	 CUPE Local 7575
•	 Downtown London
•	 East Park Gardens
•	 Family Centres London
•	 Fem Force Fitness
•	 Friends of the London Public Library
•	 GoodLife Kids Foundation
•	 Grand Theatre
•	 Growing Chefs of Ontario
•	 Habitat for Humanity
•	 Harry Brooks
•	 Harry E Foster Foundation
•	 Jill Wilcox Fund
•	 Joe Kools/Tobboggan
•	 John Harkins
•	 King’s College
•	 Kiwanis Club of Forest City London

•	 Kiwanis Club of Ingersoll
•	 LHSC - Developmental Disabilities Program
•	 Libro Credit Union
•	 London Chamber of Commerce
•	 London Children’s Connection
•	 London Community Foundation
•	 London District Catholic School Board
•	 London Fire Department
•	 London Inter Community Health
•	 London Knights Hockey Club
•	 London Public Library
•	 London Regional Children’s Museum
•	 Londoner
•	 Louise Levy
•	 Luso
•	 Mad Science
•	 Marcus & Associates
•	 Maria Aveiro
•	 Mario Sandejas
•	 Mary Biro
•	 Maycourt
•	 Mercedes Benz London
•	 Michelle Forshaw
•	 Middlesex London Health Unit
•	 Ministry of Children & Youth Services
•	 Ministry of Tourism, Cultre and Sport
•	 Mitch Orr
•	 Movati Athletic
•	 Nandos London

•	 Ontario Realtors Care Foundation
•	 Palasad
•	 Paul Ferrie
•	 Peat, Andrew
•	 Pillar  Nonprofit Network
•	 Richard Haddad
•	 Selectpath Benefits & Financial
•	 Special Olympics Ontario
•	 St. Frances Catholic Elementry
•	 St. John’s Ambulance Therapy Dogs
•	 Start Communications
•	 Stephen Bolton
•	 Sue Goossens
•	 Sunningdale Golf and Country Club
•	 Suzanne Haddad
•	 Sweaty Successful Moms
•	 TD Bank Group
•	 Thames Valley District School Board
•	 The Optimist Club of Middlesex
•	 TIFF - Toronto International Film Festival
•	 Unifor Local 27
•	 United Way Waterloo & Area
•	 Via Rail Canada Inc.
•	 VON Canada
•	 Voyageur Transportation

Message from the Board
Investing in Children is proud to provide you with this Annual Report. Thank you to Sarah Finch for her 
hard work in putting this report together. I am honoured and proud to be chair of a board of directors 
that works collaboratively and effectively for such an important and much needed organization in the 
London community. The members of our board of directors are dedicated individuals with representation 
from a variety of fields including, education, health care, law, and business. Each member brings their own 
professional perspective and witness to the needs of so many of our young children and youth. That is why, as 
a board, we are proud that Investing in Children is committed to working with families and our communities to 
create and provide nurturing programs and eliminate barriers so that children and youth may learn, grow and 
thrive. We are an enthusiastic and innovative team who meet regularly to focus on providing opportunities for 
children and youth to thrive physically, emotionally, artistically and academically. By working relentlessly to 
break all barriers, we encourage all children to reach their full potential and accomplish their goals.

The pages in this Annual Report present many of the programs we run and operate and how, through the 
generous donations of our community friends, we continue to make a positive impact on the lives of so 
many people. Whether it is providing opportunities for children to grow (such as our nutrition and breakfast 
programs), learn (such as our literacy/numeracy events and camps and our Blue Boxes for Books campaign) and 
thrive (such as our Special Olympics and after-school programs), it is clear that together we are making a real 
difference. It is imperative that we continue to keep meeting the variety of needs of so many children and grow 
as an organization to continue to meet these needs, especially as the needs change and become greater in the 
London community. 

Thank you to everyone involved with Investing in Children for your sincere passion and unending drive for the 
mission of the organization and for making this another exciting and successful year!

Sincerely,  
Tony D’Oria  
Chair, Board of Directors

Board of Directors 
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Revenue

 35% Municipal CYN Funding 
  13% Municipal CORE Funding 
 25% Provincial Funding 
 12% Community Donations 
 9% Corporate Donations 
  6% Other 

Expenditures

 30% Community Development
 14% OEYC/EarlyON 
 29% Human Resources
 7% Nutrition - OSNP & CNN
 3% Literacy Projects
 4% Recreation, Arts & Leadership
 9% Office Administration
 4% Community Awareness

Financial Information
April 1, 2017 to March 31, 2018

Our Programs & Activities

At Investing in Children, we make our community stronger by providing opportunities 
for children to grow, learn and thrive. With programs focusing on literacy and numeracy, 
leadership, proper nutrition and other keys to future success, we work with our partners 
to enrich the lives of thousands of children and their families.

Our Vision

We envision collaborating with the community and families to 
provide opportunities for children and youth to thrive physically, 
emotionally, artistically and academically. By working relentlessly 
to break all barriers, we encourage all children to reach their full 
potential and accomplish their goals. 

Our Mission

Investing in Children is committed to working with families and our 
communities to create and provide nurturing programs to eliminate 
barriers so that they may learn, grow and thrive.

Message from the Director
It is my distinct honour and privilege to present to you Investing in Children’s 2017 
Annual Report.  

During the past year, our team of Program Co-ordinators have been busy providing 
invaluable programs aimed at giving London’s youth every opportunity to aspire to be 
the very best they can be!

We have helped to provide nutritious snacks for students through our Children’s 
Nutrition Network partnership, helped school boards and families nurture literacy 
capacity through our Family Literacy and Math Events and inspired “up and coming” 
authors through our Book Camp. 

As we look ahead to 2018, we are seeking donations to pilot music programs, 
aimed at offering all youth an opportunity to learn how to play the guitar, or learn 
Song Writing concepts; both great in light of the Juno’s coming to London in 2019! 

We will also be collaborating with the Cross Cultural Learning Centre introducing 
a specially formed literacy program aimed at serving London’s newcomers; 
offering them basic literacy skills. 

And ALL of these fantastic programs could not be run without the support of a 
tremendous Board of Directors, or without the benevolent generosity of people 
like you! 

On behalf of London’s youth, and all of us here at Investing in Children, thank 
you for your continued support of all we do! 

Sincerely,

 
 
 
Ted Gorski 
Executive Director

Leadership

BE THE CHANGE SOCIAL JUSTICE CAMP
20 students age 10-16 spent 5 days learning about issues 
facing their community and the world. Six organizations 
presented workshops about various social justice issues.

KIDS POWER CONFERENCE  
More than 105 students in grades 6 and 7 from 25 
schools took part in an all-day leadership conference 
with 6 workshop presenters.

LiteracyNutrition

Community

ADOPT-A-PARK 
Spring and fall clean-ups are done at Gibbons Park.

FAMILYINFO.CA  
Investing in Children performs the administration duties for 
the website, a valuable resource site for families in London.

Physical Activity

Fundraising
ANNUAL FUNDRAISER  
A fun-filled night was had at the Fall for Kids Fundraiser. 
A live auction, silent auction, grab bags, entertainment, 
food and fantastic people made for a great night. 

TVDSB SPECIAL OLYMPICS  
1,000 athletes with developmental disabilities 
and their peer mentors from 61 schools competed 
in a fun, three-day athletic event.

AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAM  
21 children, 9 volunteers and 11 program visits from 9 
community organizations made this year’s After School  
Program at Ealing Public School a huge success.
KIDS 1ST DAY  
Over 4,000 children and their families participated in free or 
low-cost activities at 53 partner locations in London.

THE GREAT BIG CRUNCH  
44 schools participated and over 18,000 apples 
were crunched.

SUMMER BREAKFAST PROGRAM  
Almost 3,000 healthy breakfasts were served 
at 7 summer playground program camps.

OSNP LONDON/MIDDLESEX  
Over 1.7 million healthy meals or snacks were 
served at 87 schools through the Children’s 
Nutrition Network,part of the Ontario Student 
Nutrition Program London/Middlesex.

FAMILY LITERACY AND MATH EVENTS  
1,799 children and parents attended 29 TVDSB and 5 
LDCSB events this year at 13 different schools supported 
by 124 volunteers.

BLUE BOXES FOR BOOKS  
Blue bins filled with books are located throughout the city 
as part of the Blue Boxes for Books program which aims 
to give all children access to free books.

BOOK CAMP LONDON  
40 aspiring young writers attended a camp at the London 
Public Library Central Branch, where they learned from 6 
industry professionals. 


